All children will learn. All children will be served.

HONORABLBVIENTIONS

Churchill School Principal
Cece Coffeyvas hamed the

Elementary School Principal of

the Year for the South Cook

Region by the Illinois Principals

Assaociation. The honor means
Coffey will be considered in
the statewide Principal of the
Year contest.

After 16 years in District 153
as a teacher, dean of students
and principalDave McAtee
has accepted an offer to be
principal at Mokena's
Intermediate School.

Among the many ways we wil
miss Mr. McAtee is his
leadership in organizing and
implementing the annual-6th
grade field trip to White Pines
Ranch. We wish him all the be;
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Congratulations Belinda
Porterrecipient of the 2016
Marge Kepes Volunteer of the
Year Award from the PTA.

District 153 is profoundly
grateful to Belinda and to all
the wonderful people who
volunteer in our schools. 153
wouldn't be 153 without you!
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State Budget Stalemate Continues
A Letter from the Superintendent

Dear District 153 Community: with voter approval q
referendum is ruined. The school district would
As you are no doubt aware, the Governobe forced to issue working cash bonds and
and the state legislature were unable to reaclspend down the revenue at an accelerated
an agreement on the state budget. As a resufpace to keep our schools open.
we are facing another year without a state Enacting a budget that adequately funds
budget. education should be a top priority for our
Without a state appropriation for-42 elected officials. | urge you to contact the
education in Fiscal Year 2017, which begins Governor and your state legislators to let them
July 1, many lllinois school districts will face dinew how you feel about the continuing budgs
circumstances. Over the summer, you will hestalemate.
more and more speculation about whether The board of education and | will continue
schools across the state will be able to open to monitor the situation and develop
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the fall. contingency plans as needed.
State funding comprises about 25% of Please know we are committed to
District 153038s r ev e npaviding thdl autstandihgetlueaton that@ur $ t r i

153 has fund reserves that would allow us tochildren deserve and that you have come to
open the schools and keep them open for theexpect of your schools.
entire school year.
Of course, this would mean that the cost Sfncerely,
educating lllinois children has been shifted
almost entirely onto the backs of local property M o e
taxpayers.
For District 153 specifically, it would meaBr. Dale Mitchell, Superintendent
that the 5year financial plan made possible

District Exceeds
1st-Year Savings Estimate

During the spring referendum campaign,
District 153 estimated that it could save
$600,000 in FY2017 with the closure of
Millennium School.

Final numbers are in and there is good

news to report. Even factoring in moving costsigéig{c?nesnsfgzﬁ ements ($740,892)

final FY2017 savings are projected to be

about $772,000. Transportation ($ 83,695)
Included in this figure is rental income the  fewer buses

school district will receive from the SPEED  Rental Income ($ 24,000)

educational cooperative. SPEED will be rentingclassrooms
two classrooms next school year. Moving Related Expense$ 77,000

Net Savings ($771,587)
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Jsfrﬁﬂlof‘;in Millennium School
Educational Excellence 2002'2016
Award Winners For the past 13 years, Millennium School g
Named in honor of retired school has been home to Sitand 6thgraders who
board member Jerry Morin,the wer e no |l onger | itt] erer
Educational Excellence Award is quite ready for junior high.
presebnted ';]o a;]teacri:er or sttaf{ " But on June 7t h, t - osed
mem gr whno has snown Ol.! standinfyr the very last time. . .
commitment to student achievement.  pye to declining enrollments and Severelyatéol\é\ifg;%? sgrlm)c/)c?léthered for one final picture on
Con . r ducep ﬁducation funding, the Board of
gratulations d48-toh made ths Blgh decisi
honorees! gh decision to close
Millennium School in an effort to save hundreds
of thousands of dollars.
Originally created to alleviate severe
overcrowding, Millennium School has had over
3,000 students pass through its hallways and
classrooms. The school has provided kids with
plenty of lifetime firsts, such as first lockers; first
opportunity for competitive sports, first band Above,gym class moved to the
instrument, first industrial arts instruction, and Lionds Club Pool t
many, first extended time away from home school. _
Maureen Daley, eading specialist,  while at the White Pines Ranch field trip. Rightjor many, the annual White
James Hart School From now on, students will still experienc E&leﬁ;;pegmv'des afirst chance to
these ofirstsd but i ferent location.

And despite the stress that change alwa
brings, Millennium staff made sure that the
school went out on an upbeat note, and their Thanks for the memories, Eagles! Look for
students experienced all of the fun, esfdhe t he many o0firstsdé to cort
year experiences as in years past. Churchill Schools next year.

Robotics 1 s aGrad&e eper O
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_ Robots arendt taki

r*;'ﬂ‘siza',!ﬂ“i“gﬁﬂiggngcmiﬁe”era' yet. However, they seem to have captured the

' hearts and minds of Millennium Schoal 5th
graders. The school piloted a new robotics
"special” to the school this past year. As they i
with such subjects as art and musiegttie
students took turns rotating into Ms. Nigro's cl
throughout the year to build Lego Mindstorm
robots. Then they use iPads to learn
programming and coding skills to make their
robots move and perform in various ways.
) _ "It's a great way to spur kids' imagination
Eileen Darinfechnology teacher,  and puild their problersolving skills,” said
Churchill School Nigro.

By all accounts, the robotics pilot has bee
a big success.

ORobotics is definitely a Okeeper .o t was
wildly popular with our Stigraders this year, OWe had some kids prog
but itds not all f un robotsdb tatk ant dasice.dAnd oseayioup Mi | | e
Principal Dave McAt e programmed their rolvat to eavel doenrthe i n g
maybe without even realizing it, some serioushallway into my office to deliver an invitation to
, engineering, math andiprogthmmrngl aescepins o«
Stephanie Hesspsychologist McAtee said MiIIenniqm students took the  The robotic_s special will continue next school
Willow School ' program to levels unanticipated by the grewnyear at Churchill School.

ups involved.



